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hear from me. I was e l ect ed and sent h e r e  to t his C h a m b e r , and 
wh e n e v e r  i t 's o pen I 'm ent i t l e d  to be h e r e . Bu t  t r y i n g  to show 
some degree of co u r t e s y  and a c c o m m o d a t i o n  for y o u  all, I stay 
out of the C h a mber w h e n  yo u  b r i n g  y o u r ...y our  incantation 
spouters here, and that's w h a t  I v i e w  t h e m  as being. H ere is my 
poem, "Musings on a Too L e n g t h y  L e g i s l a t i v e  Prayer": Wouldst
th o u  plea s e  Go d  w h e n  ye pray, d o  so in the f o l l o w i n g  way. Lord, 
sin ce all is k n o w n  to you, w o r d s  I u t t e r  shall be few; for us 
bo t h  this scheme works fine, w a s t i n g  n ot t h y  t ime no r  mine. 
Th e y 'r e w a s t i n g  their time. H o w  m a n y  of y ou ha v e  ever decided
to be m ore conscientious w h e n  t h e y  come here? H o w  m a n y  of you
have ever said, no w  you're g o i n g  to foll o w  th e  p r a c t i c e s  that 
th e  Pr es ide nt  is t e l l i n g  y ou yo u  ought to follow, b e c ause they 
sto od u p  there and p o n t i f i c a t e d  and told y ou that's w hat you
oug ht to do? H o w  w o u l d  y ou all feel if I w e r e  to come in here
and e xercise my p r e r o g a t i v e  of s i t ting in the chair? I don't 
h a v e  to be out of h e r e  and I d o n ' t  h a v e  to stand u p  w h e n  these 
p e o p l e  come h e r e  d o i n g  that. S e n ator Cudaback, w h e n  I was a 
youngster, b y  comparison, and c ame d o w n  here, I was caught by 
surprise. I d i d n ' t  know t h e y  ha d  church b e f o r e  t hey h a d  the 
Legislature, to me. So, the gu y  stood u p  and t h e y  said we're 
go i n g  to have pra y e r  b y  th e  chaplain, so, t r y i n g  to be 
courteous, I stood up. But I d o n ' t  bo w  m y  h e a d  and close my 
eyes and engage in hypocrisy. So after all the p r a y i n g  and the 
mumbo jumbo was over, one of th e  senators came to me and said, 
Ernie, do n ' t  yo u  k now that y o u ' r e  sup p o s e d  to close y our eyes 
w h e n  pe op l e  pray? I say, w h y  is that? T h e y  say, well, to show 
respect, and yo u  w ere just l o oking around. I say, well, how 
could yo u  know I'm looking a r o u n d  if yo u  d i d n ' t  h a v e  your eyes 
open and you w ere looking a r o u n d  at me? T h e y  d o n ' t  e ven realize 
w h at  t hey say. All this p r a y e r  means nothing. Wh o  are y o u  all 
t ry i n g  to impress b y  it? Bu t  since m ost of t he p e o p l e  in here 
p r o fess to be Christians, t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  to impose their w a y  on 
everybody. A nd that's w hy I am so h o s t i l e  t o w a r d  religion. All 
the t alk of compassion, tolerance, consideration, but when 
y ou ' r e  in the m a j o r i t y  y ou impose your w a y  on everybody, and if 
t hey don't accept it somet h i n g  is w r o n g  w i t h  them. K e e p  it out 
of here. Jesus t o o k  that c o i n  and said, give to Cae s a r  what's 
Caesar, give to Go d  what's God. If you w a n t  to t a l k  to G o d  and 
t a l k  about God, go to church. Go to chur c h  b e f o r e  yo u  come 
here. And I h o p e  you go to a d i f f e r e n t  c h u r c h  than you've been


